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1 
My invention relates to an improvement in 
egg carton wherein it is desired to provide a 
simple and effective container for eggs or other 
fragile articles. 
In the handling of eggs it is usual practice 
for the producer fo place the eggs in an egg 
case of considerable size and to ship the eggs 
in this form to the market. The eggs are then 
usually removed from the egg cases and placed 
in smaller packages such as cartons capable of 
holding a dozen eggs. In this form the eggs 
are sold to the ultimate consumer. 
This procedure requires the handling of the 
eggs several rimes. If is necessary to place the 
eggs in individual cells in the egg case and to 
iater remove the eggs to place them in the smaller 
cartons. Considerable rime is required for these 
operations. 
Egg cases of the usual type contain for ex- 
ample thirty dozen eggs, and each egg must be 
contained in an individual cell within the case 
fo protect the egg from damage during ship- 
ment. Usually egg flats formed of molded pulp 
oï the like are placed between superimposed 
layers of eggs and flllers which provide individual 
cel!s hold these egg flats in spaced relation. It 
is economically desirable to form the fillers out 
of inexpensive material, such as chip board or 
the le which possesses little strength. As a 
result the fl!lers occasionally become damaged 
in shipment causing a resulting loss of eggs. 
If is an object of the present invention fo pro- 
vide an egg carton of a type capable o.f holding 
a dozen eggs, or any other convenient number 
for which it may be Used, to replace the egg 
cartons, lïats and flllers previously required. The 
eggs are merely placed in my cartons by the 
producer ,.nd a series of the cartons are placed 
within the egg case. The cartons are so con- 
structed as to protect the eggs during shipment 
of the cases and ai the saine rime provide an 
attractive carton which may be furnished the 
consumer. 
A Ïeature of the present invention resides in 
the provision of a carton formed of three con- 
nectecl elements. Two of these elements are 
arranged to enclose the egg and to protect the 
saine îrom damage during handling or shipment. 
The third element is designed to fold over the 
remaining elements to form a top closure there- 
for and fo provide an attractive cover which 
may be printed or stencilled with the naine of 
the producer or with an attractive design. 
A further feature of the present invention 
resides in the fac tha he eggs are !orotected 
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2 
by my carton from movement in any direction. 
Cartons have previously been formed of molded 
pulp comprising a tray having receptacles 
signed to rCeive individual eggs and a hinged 
5 cover foldable over the eggs. Such a carton has 
the advantage of supporting the eggs and ad- 
vertising the saine. However, this type of carton 
can hot be most successfully used in egg cases 
because of the fact that the cover section does 
I0 hot hold the eggs from upward movement and 
does not protect the eggs from injury from above. 
A further feature of the present invention 
resides in the provision of a carton which holds 
the eggs from injury during shipment and whiclà 
15 includes an added protection in the form of a 
cover which overlies the upper carton section. 
As a result a carton is formed possessing suflï- 
cient rigidity fo withstand considerable weight, 
thus preventing injury to the eggs in the lower- 
20 most cartons of an egg case or the like. 
A further feature of the present invention lies 
in the provision of a cover extending over the 
complete egg carton, which serres as a cushion 
fo assist in supporting the weight of superim- 
25 posed cartons. 
A further feature of the present invention 
resides in the provision of a two section egg car- 
top_ in which each section includes recesses for 
partially enveloping an egg and in adding fo 
30 this carton a cover having a top and attached 
sidewalls. As a result the cover forms in effect 
an inverted tïay which is extremely resistant to 
compression. 
A further ïeature of the present invention 
35 resides in the provision of an egg carton having 
two sections which fold together to contain eggs 
therebetween and which are provided with a 
marginal flange extending about the saine. A 
cover is hingedly connected to one of the two 
40 sections sud is designed to fold over and en- 
close one of the sections. This cover is pro- 
vided with a marginal peripheral flange which 
tests upon the flanges of the 'first mentioned 
carton sections to provide a structure which is 
45 extremely resistant to compression. 
An added feature of the present invention re- 
sides in the provision of an egg carton having 
a series of recesses designed to partially enclose 
50 an egg and in providing ribs or other spacing 
means in the walls of these recesses for engag- 
ing the egg at spaced points. As a result the 
eggs are held with the major portion of theh- 
area in spaced relation to the walls of the re- 
55 cesses, thns allowing a free circulation of air about 
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the eggs and flexibly supporting the eggs against 
injury due to shock. 
These and other objects and novel featuïes of 
my invention wflI be more clearly aud fully set 
forth in the following specification and claires. 5 
In the drawings forming a part of my speci- 
fication: 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of an egg carton 
showing my new construction. 
Figure 2 is a sectional view transversely i0 
through the carton i]lustrated in Figure 1. 
Figure 3 is a perspective view of the carton in 
completely open condition. 
Figure 4 is a perspective view of the carton in 
partially closed condition. 15 
Fignlre 5 is a plan view of a detail portion of 
the case. 
Fissure 6 is a sectional view through an egg 
case showing the manner in which egg cartons 
may be packed therein. 
Figure 7 is a top plan view of a modified form 
of carton construction in open position. 
Figure 8 is a sectional view through the carton 
shown in Figure 7 when in c]osed position. 
Figure 9 is a plan view of a modified form of  
carton construction in open position. 
Figure 10 is a perspective view of a portion of 
the carton illustrated in Figure 9. 
Figure 1! is a sectional view tra.nsversely 
through the carton shown in Figures 9 and !0 in 30 
closed position of the carton. 
The egg carton A, illustrated in Figures 1 
through 6 of the drawings, is formed of three sec- 
tions hingedly connected together. OEhe carton 
is preferably formed of molded paper pulp or the 35 
like, although other materials may be used in 
ifs manufacture. The hingedly connected sec- 
tions fold from the open posïtion shown in Fig- 
ure 3 to the comp!etely ctosed condition shown 
in Figure 1. C0 
The section 0 is higedly connected along one 
marginal edge f to a second section .. The 
section l is likewise connected along a oppo- 
site edge  fo a cover section f. The eggs  
are preferably supported in the intermediate sec- 
tion 0 and the section f- and later the section 
 may be folded thereover. 
The sections f0 and f. are identical in form 
and will therefore be given simi!ar nznbers to 
indicate similar parts. Each section  and  0 
is provided with two rows of pockets B therein 
for receiving individual, eoEgs. Each pocket is in 
general of truncated pyramid form, but due to 
the fact that the pockets are relatively close to- 
gerber, certain adjacent walls merge together to 
destroy the true pyramidal shape. 
As viewed from the undersurface, as seen in 
Figure 4 of the drawings, each section includes a 
marginal flange or frame from which project two 
parallel ïows of truncated pyramids, adjacent 
sides of which merge together. As viewed from 
the inner surface, as seen in Figures 3 and 5 of 
the drawings, each section inciudes two parallel 
rows of spaced pockets having frusto-pyramidal 
posts therebetween. 
With reference to Figure 5 of the drawings 
which illustrates a detail portion of the inner 
surface of the section f, if will be noted that the 
marginal frame fS and the upper surfaces I 
of the spaced posts f9 are in coplanar relation- 70 
ship. If the pockets I were spaced somewhat 
farther apart in each row and if the rows were 
slightly farther apart the pockets I would com- 
prise frusto-conical depressions having an octag- 
onal format the point of mergm" with the plane 
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surface I B. However, as the pockets f  are rather 
close together the adjoining wal!s of the pocket 
do hot extend up to the surface of the frame I. 
Each pocket ! 6 includes a base 29 which is shaped 
as best illustrated in Figures 2 and 5 of the draw- 
ings. A circular or octagonal raised ring 2! ex- 
tends above the level of the margins of the base 
to hold an egg B in position. A central depres- 
sion 22 is formed within the ring 21 to permit 
the rounded surface of the egg tobe properly 
centered upon the base. Obviously when the 
section f  is inverted upon the section I 0 the ring 
-1 extends below the surface of the base and the 
central depression 2 is above the level thereof. 
The sde walls of each pocket I are composed 
of a series of trapezoidal surfaces extending from 
the base ] either fo the surface I  or into merg- 
ing relation with a surface of the next adjacent 
pocket. The posts 1 are formed by che wall of 
each of four adjacent pockets , the posts 9 
being formed ai the center between these four 
pockets. Two opposed walls 2 and 4 of each 
pocket terminate along parallel lines substan- 
tially parallel fo the ends  of the sections. A 
second opposed pair of walls 5 and 2 of each 
pocket terminate on lines substantia!ly parallel 
to the side edges of the cm'ton sections or parallel 
fo the fold lines f and f. The diagonally ex- 
tendin faces 29 of the pockets f either combine 
to form the posts  or else extend fo the surface 
of the frame lB to form pointed projections  
extending inwardly toward the interior of the 
carton. 
libs $ aïe provided in the diagonal sur£aces 
, these ribs extending inwardly into the pockets. 
As viewed in Figure 4 of the drawings these ribs 
form grooves in the truncated pyramid forming 
pockets f. The ribs  engage angu!arly spaced 
portions of the eggs B to hold the major portion 
of the area of the egg spaced from the Rocker 
walls and to permit a free circulation of air 
about the eggs. 
In packing the carton A, the eggs B are in- 
serted in the pocket  in the section f. The 
pockets f are of a depth fo accommodate ap- 
proximate!y the lower hall of each eg. The sec- 
tion  is then folded upon the section , the 
pockets fS of the section f extending over the 
eggs to enclose the upper hall thereof. The car- 
ton is then in the condition illustrated in Figure 
4 of the drawings. The section f4 is then folded 
to overlie the sections fS and f and to forma 
top closure therefor. 
The section f comprises aframe or fiange  
which is connected by opposed inclined walls  
with the cover panel . The walls $ are each 
trapezoidal in shape and forma tapered tray 
which when inverted encloses the section f . The 
marginal fiange  tests upon the flanges I of 
the sections  and 2 and the section 4 pro- 
rides a cushion to support the weight of super- 
imposed egg cartons. The inclined wall  oppo- 
site the hinged side of the section 4 and the 
corresponding side wall of the section  2 are pro- 
vided with projections 8 and 38' respectively, 
which frictiona!ly ho!d the cover section 4 in 
closed position. 
In Figure 6 of the dravings I disclose an egg 
case C showing che manner in which the cartons 
A may be packed therein. The cartons A are 
placed side by side on the bottom 3 of the egg 
case, the case being .preferably of proper size to 
accommodate six cartons or six dozen eggs. A 
second ]ayer of calons A is placed to rest upon 
the lowermost ]ayer and this process is continued 
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until the case is entirely filled. If desired alter- 
nat.e layers of cartons A may extend ai right 
angles fo the remaining cartons. 
In Figure 7 of the drawings I disclose a carton 
structure D which differs in detail construction 
from the carton A previously descri.bed. The 
carton Dis formed of three sections 36, 37 and 
39. The intermediate section 36 is connected 
along the fold line 46 to the similar section 37 
and is connected along the parallel fold line 4| 
fo the cover section 39. 
Each of the sections 36 and 37 are simflarly 
formed and the parts thereof may be described 
by sirnflar nurnbers. These sections are provided 
with spaced connected pockets, each of which is 
designed to contain an egg. The pockets may 
best be noted by observance of the raised rings 
42 in the bases of these sections. The fiange or 
frame 43 of each section is connected to the base 
44 of the corresponding section by a series of 
arcuate walls 46 having inversely arcuated wall 
sections 40 therebetween. The arcuate walls 46 
are concave fo fit abou.t an egg resting on each 
raised ring 4- while the inversely arcuated wall 
sections 46 cormect adjacent pockeks. 
The pockets are formed in two spaced rows, 
the oockets of one row being adjacent and op- 
posed the pockets of the other row. Posts 47 
which are of frus.to-conical form space each ,pair 
of oPposed poc]ehs from the next adjacent pair 
of pockets. Ribs 49 are formed on each post 47, 
one rib being directed toward each adjacent 
pocket, libs 66 are likewise provided in the 
arcuate wall sections 46, each rib being directed 
toward an adjacent pocket. The ri.bs 49 and 6} 
engage against %ho surface of an egg in the pocket 
to hold the major portion of the surface of the 
egg in spaced relation fo the wall of the pocket. 
This provides a îree circulation of air about the 
eggs within the carton. 
The section 39 comprises a marginal frarne or 
fiange 5| which is connected by inclined walls 62 
fo the top closure panel 63. When in closed posi- 
tion the section 37 folds over the eggs and the 
section SG, and the section 39 folds over and en- 
closes the section 37. 
If will be noted that the relatively fiat .panel 
53 rnay be used in the saine manner as the panel 
$4 fo provide an advertisement or display and fo 
indicate the origin of the goods. The fiat top 
panels, as well as the wall panels connecting he 
top panel with their marginal fiange or frarne 
may beprinted .upon or stencilled to provide the 
desired display or design. 
In Figures 9, i0, and ii of the drawinis I dis- 
close the modified form of carton which differs 
from the cartons A and D only in the structure 
of the pockes, The carton E illustrated in lig- 
ures 9, 10, and 11 comprises an intermediate sec- 
tion 64 which is connected along one edge by a 
fold line 56 fo a similar section 66. The inter- 
media%e section 64 is connected along an opposed 
edge by the fold line 67 to a top closure section 
69. The sections 64 and 66 .are designed fo en- 
compass the eggs and .the section 69 is designed 
fo fold over the section 66 to enclose the saine. 
Each of the sections 54 and 56 includes a mar- 
ginal fiange 6{} and a series of spaced peckets 6|. 
Each pocket includes a base 62 having a raised 
ring 63 therein fo proPerly locate an egg within 
the pocket. The base 62 of each pocket is sub 
stantially octagonal in shape and is connected 
by trapezoidal and triangular walls either fo the 
fiange 66 or to the top surface 63 of one of the 
posts located between each four adjacent Pockek% 

6 
The pockets 6|  are preferably located in two 
rows, with the pockets of one row being in adja- 
cent opposed relation to the peckets of the next. 
A post G4 spaces each .pair of opposed pockets 
5 from the next adjacent pair of peckets and acts 
fo space the eggs contained in the pockets. Each 
pecket 6| is provided with two opposed sides 
which adjoin the bases 62 of the pockets along 
lines parallel .fo the fold lines 67 and 69. Oe of 
10 these opposed walls 66 is trapezoidal in shape 
while the opposed wall 66 is triangular in shape. 
Each .pocket is likewise provided with two opposed 
walls joining the bases 62 of the pockets along 
lines parallel fo the ends 67 of the sections. With 
15 the exceptionof the end pockets these opposed 
walls  09 and 7G are triangular in shape. The 
diagonaliy extending walls are aH trapezoidal in 
outline shape and these diagonally extending 
walls 7| are provided with inwardly extending 
2O ribs 72 therein which are designed fo engage 
angulsJrly spaced points On the surface of the 
egg fo hold the major portion of the surface of 
the egg in spaed relation from the walls of the 
pocket. 
25 From the îoregoing description it is believed 
obvious that when the section 66 is folded over 
the eggs in the section 64, the ends of the posts 
3 are incontacting relation and the fianges 66 
of the two sections are in abutting relationship. 
30 Each egg is enclosed in a pocket 6|, the lower 
portion of the egg being enclosed within a pocket 
in the section 64 and the upper part of the egg 
being embraced by a pocket in the section 66. 
The section 9 includes a marginal fiange 73 
35 which is .connected by trapezoidal side walls ][4 
fo a top closure panel -76. When in folded con- 
dition the section 69 overlies the section 66 and 
c0nceals the saine. As a result the section 69 
forms a cover for the carton and also an added 
40 support therefor. As the fiange 69 tests fiat 
againstthe fianges 66 of the sections 54 and 66 
the carton is capable of sustaining considerable 
weight with0ut in jury fo the eggs. 
It wfll be noted that whfle I bave illustrated 
45 several îorms ofconstruction of my egg carton, 
each of these forms has in common the ïact that 
two pocketed sections enclose the egg whfle a 
third Section encloses one of the other sections. 
If should also be noted that in every case the 
50 cover section is of tray shape having a base con- 
nected by sloping side walls to a marginal flange. 
As a result this cover section is capable of sus- 
taining considerable weight and will enable a 
series of cartons fo be shipped one over the other 
55 without danger oî injury fo the eggs. 
 , .It vil! also be noted that the fiat surfaces of the 
cover secionprovide a convenent area on which 
a display or advertisement may be located. As a 
result the egg cartons rnay be merely rernoved 
60 from an bgg case and placed for sale without 
handling the individual eEgs. 
In accordance with the patent statures, I have 
described the prineiples of construction and 
operation of my. egg carton, and while I have 
6 endeavored to set forth the best embodiment 
thereof , I desire fo have if understo0d that obvi- 
Çus chan0es may be ruade within the scope of the 
folloiving clairns without departing from the spirit of my invention. 
70. Iclaim: 
1: A molded packing unit for eggs and other 
fragile articles comprisin a pair of tray sections 
foldably connected together along one edge 
thereof, means within said tray sections for hold- 
75 ing the articles contained in spaced relation and 
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engageable with Said articles in clod oiti0n 
of said two sections, êach of id ëctiofls 
a marginal pefipheraI fiance éxtënding theré- 
about, the flangés of aid tw0 Siê abuttg in 
face-to-face relation  cte po.on o said 
two sections, and a third sectîo foIdabiy co- 
nected fo onè section of sid pair, said td 
section comprg a tY foldable oer one 0f 
said sections and deioned fo enclose he 
same, said tray hang a Peripheral fiange abut- 
ring against the peripherai flange o the seCtiOn 
enciosed in c]osed position of said thid stion. 
2. A molded pCkg ut for ëgg comPring 
three sectio f0tdably c0eted  series, e 
intermeoEate section and ofie end Section CiUd- 
ing means or supP0rtg .thé articies enClosed 
therebetween When f01d to upeposed 
lation, a marginal tiare on Sald Sti0, thé 
margat flange on said one ed Section Ig 
ace-to-face contact with the flangé on sMd 
intermediate sectio in cl0sed position o said 
sections, and the other end section comp 
tray foldable over said 0ne end section  cl0sed 
position of said sections and deioned  en- 
close the sae, a mafgal finge on said tray 
abutting the flange of said one end seti0fi 
ace-to-ace relation  closed position of Said 
stions. 
3. An integra] molded ceHular COfltae for 
eggs compring thr secti0 0nectëd togetef 
by only two hie les, onë 0f ssid oldèd 
tions being pansaped and hng Eml side 
walis t least on o which is turnêd oùtwarY 
to orm a conecing flagé, the othe tw0 mèidèd 
sectio being sîiar afid intégfally cotëd 
togeher lSg 0në of gaid 01d Iifies, and sa.id 
otef v/o moIded seCtiofis incluoEflg a 
spd body ifildig a plfaliy 0f r6s 6f cë, 
the c of 0ne  sid to Sètiofis bêg f01dalè 
in opposd reIti0  the H of he othèr 0f 
said t5 section, saîd two ti havifig 
ginal enccling figs étêfloEflg tereaot 
oldab]e to surfacë cofità6tg felàtiò, one er 
sai flanggs beg tëgral cofinèctëd to sid 
coetg flang he flr n séti6fl along 
thë thoE -fold Iîfi, te es Gf £5e gidê wlls 
said oHë section àbùtin tè flfige of te othë 
o sid wo Sectiofis, said ofie séCî6h bë- diefi- 
siond 0 ovërlîe nd ëncloe sid 6ther of sMd 
two sëctios. 
4. An integrt moIde ce]luar Cofie for 
eggs compri thrëe sgcti6nS inl a flSt 
end section, a cente section, and a seofld end 
tion, said center SeCtion and aid flt ënd sèctifl 
compring pan-shaped bodies hV a 
of rows of ceHs therein, said sections ha 
ginal encircIg flanges thereon c0néd àt0 
a line of fold so that said flrst end sction  fold- 
able to overe said conter section With sid r 
ginal flanges in surface contacting relatiohî, 
the second end section c0mpfising  ashap 
body foldably coected  the  marginal angés 
of said center section, said second end secîòn 
being foldab]e over sid first end sectio and 
deioned to enclose the se, and hving in 
tegrally coected side wai enggg the margi- 
nal flange 0f said flrst end section in edge 
tg relation. 
5. The structure described  cla @ and in 
which the rows of cel are separad by acing 
poses, the spacing pos of said conter section and 

sid fil'st end section abut$ing Whèn these tWO 
sec%i0ns are fol.ded into Supérimposed relation. 
6. The structure dèscribed in clairn 4 in which 
the llùrality of rows of ce]]s ifl the center section 
5 and the first erid section are ïormed by a series 
Of conter posts between the rews of cells and by 
inward projëctions on the wat]s of the cells, said 
center pots and said inward projections abutting 
when tliese two sections are folded into super- 
10 imposed relation. 
V. A molded pulp carton comprising a pair of  
cettular tray sections integra]]y connected to one 
an0tller by a hinge along an edge thereef and 
adaptêd fo be folded about said hinge fo a closed 
15 condition, said sectioni havini portions of sub- 
stntial area which abuttingly engage in said 
cled .condition to vertically brace the carton, 
and a non-cellulaï, tray-like cover section in- 
tegrliy connected ly a hing to a free edge of 
20 one ï sid celhflar sections and foldable about 
sa-id last named hinge ino enclosing relation to 
the other o said cellular sections, said celtula 
and non-cellular sections being of sùbstantiaily 
equal sectional area in the plane of said hinges 
25 and each being provided with opposed pairs of 
upstanding, upwardly inclfl]d side and end por- 
tions integrally connected to prevent lateral 
spread under vertical load, the non-ce]lular sec- 
tion haVing a top portion engageable with the 
30 sectiòn enclosed thm'eby on all four sides of the 
carton. 
8.  molded pulp carton comprising a pair of 
cellulr tray sections integrally connected fo one 
another by a hinge along an edge thereof and 
35 adapted tobe folded about said linge to a closed 
condition, ech of said sections being provided 
with abutments dispoed internally of and along 
the margins thereof and wth a longitudirmily 
extending series Of posts along the conter theref, 
40 which respective abutments and posts are Of sub 
stàntil area and engage one another in said 
closed condition to vertiCa]ly brace the carton, 
and a noncellular, tray-like cover section in- 
tegra]ly c0nnected by a hinge to a free edge Of 
one of said c]lular sections and foldable about 
45 
said last named hinge into ericlosing relation fo 
the other Of said ellular sentions, Said cellular 
and non-Celtular sections beïng Of substantially 
equa! Sectionat area in the pIane .of said hinges 
and each bêing pr0vided With 0pposed pair Of 
50 
upstanding, upWrdiy inclined Sidê fid efid P0f- 
tions integrally connected tó prevént laterl 
spread under vertical load, thê non-eIlular sec- 
tion having a top portion engagea]le with thé 
5 section encl0sed hereby on ai1 fOtfr Sides of ttïe 
car0n. 
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